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Dear Parents,

Happy Spring! As we enter the final months of sihour focus is to finish the school year strongveryone is busy beginning to
plan for the next school year. We have completemst all the phone calls home to parents and ld@sensively at our parent
surveys that over 100 of you completed. The feeklbaceived from these two processes is pricetess.t We have all ready
implemented a few small changes for the curremv@icyear and have plans to implement changes &néxt school year based on
the feedback we received. A lot of the informatieereceived dealt with what we are going to ddwiie 6-8" grades next year
and adding advanced classes for our middle schmbhiagh school students. Well, we could not agneee with the feedback we
received so here is a sneak-peak of what our iotenare for the 2010-2011 school year at thesgegevels (8-12"):

All core classes'®8" will be located in the middle building on a rotafi50 minute schedule.

These grade levels'(&") will consist of two groupings- One advanced leslaks and the other a general education class.
The 8" 8" grade students will have the opportunity to tattesmced level classes in math and ELA. Studeittdevplaced
in the appropriate math and ELA class based ont8raresults and teacher input. In science andakstidies the students
will be combined into one section.

In grades 8-12" the students will be located in the high schodlding with regular and advanced class opportusitie

Benefits to organizing our middle school in thisrmar:

Middle School students will still have a small dasom atmosphere, however, at the same time preptrem for the
responsibilities of high school.

Helps students experience a variety of teachingsty

More in depth study of content area due to eaathexabeing certified and highly qualified in thessjlic content area.
Students will be able to select elective classegdban areas of interest.

Students will be located in the middle building gviieom the older high school students.

Benefits to organizing our high school in this mann

In grades 8-12" the students will be located in the high schodlding and will have the opportunity to take molege
prep classes.

Our high school students will have more of a varitelective classes to choose from like sociolgqapychology, and
anatomy.

Students will have the option of testing out of éibga | and Algebra Il by taking opt out exams atillesarn credit for these
classes.

I’'m excited about next school year and hope evezywiti be coming back for a great year!! | thiflese changes will continue to
help make Merritt Academy a top notch schoollydfi have any questions or concerns please feltéreentact the school and ask
for a member of the administrative team.

Sincerely,

Nathan Seiferlein
Principal

59900 Havenridge Road
New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-6000

www.merritt-academy.org
Merritt Academy will instill academic excellence, ¢ haracter development, a love for life-long learning
and service to others.



Miss Kelly’s Preschool News
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Kindergarten News.
Over the course of the next month, we will be
learning about many new things. For example,
we will be discussing ecology and how we can
take care of our planet. Students will be
learning about how we can reduce, reuse, and
recycle. Please take time to read over and
discuss the recycling project that is due on the
15" of April. Also, we will continue to learn
about life cycles and characteristics of both
animals and plants in science. In both math
and reading, please continue to cover the basic
concepts. These concepts are covered on
most of the papers that are sent home.
Practice reading and writing both numbers and
word family words.

In addition, please make a note that
kindergarten round-up for the incoming

kindergarteners is scheduled for Monday, May
3'Y. This means there will be no school for just
the kindergarten classes. Please make sure
you have a back-up plan as to where your child
can go that day. More information will be sent
home as it becomes available.

First Grade Mustang News:

March was a packed month full of Reading,
Science, Saint Patrick’s Day, and the coming
of Spring. April first was our annual Easter
celebration with the Kindergarten, where we
ate, did crafts, and listened to Easter stories.

We are still trying to locate a dentist to
come and talk to the class. The original dental
office scheduled to come in had backed out!!!
Keep your fingers crossed.

Be on the look out for our fourth
semester science project. Each child will need
to do a report/diorama on an animal and its
habitat. Projects will be due in the middle of
April. Thank you to all the parents that donated
their time or materials for our celebrations.
They would not be the same with out you.

Second Grade News:

Ready or not here comes April with
Spring Break!! This will be a good time for the
students to recharge their batteries and
prepare for the final quarter of second grade.
We completed reading month with a lot of
exciting activities. The second grades favorite
was Books and Breakfast!! A special thanks to
the parents who donated their time or supplies
to make this event a success.

In April, we will continue our study of the
water cycle as we identify different types of
surface water. Multiplication becomes the
focus of math instruction. This will be the
students first experience with this concept so
be sure to provide additional support at home.
We will continue our journey in exploring non-
fiction text features. Students have been
learning about captions, labels, boldface
words, and a glossary and index.

3 Grade News:
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4" Grade News:

We had a TERRIFIC time on our first field trip
of the year to the Detroit Science Center!
Students explored the science center, enjoyed
a show at Sparks Theatre, became a part of
the show at the Science Stage, and
experienced the Toyota Engineer Show.
During April the students will be learning about:

Social Studies: During the month of April we
will be focusing on the national and
international economy and how the economy
impacts unemployment throughout the country.
Math: Our young mathematicians will be
reviewing some of the concepts previously
learned. They will also be studying geometry.
Before the unit is complete they will be able to
identify right angles and compare angles to
right angles, identify and draw perpendicular,
parallel, and intersecting lines, identify basic
geometric shapes, and identify and count the
faces, edges, and vertices of basic three-
dimensional geometric solids and describe
their faces.

Language Arts: Students will be learning that
poetry is a literary genre that uses concise,
colorful, often rhythmic language to express
ideas or emotions. They will be reading a
variety of poems and writing a book
showcasing poetry that they have written.
Character Education: The theme for April is
HONESTY! We will be involved with some
activities this month that center on the
character trait honesty.

5" Grade News:

Where has time gone? Can you believe this
school year is almost over? It was so
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wonderful to see so many parents at parent
teacher conferences and the Science Fair. We
have spring fever around here as the weather
warms up! April’s lineup for academics in fifth-
grade will be as follows: In math, we will
continue our unit on geometry, mastering the
use of protractors, recognizing angles, lines
and shapes. In Language Arts, the fabulous
fifth-graders will begin a unit on poetry,
exploring our imaginations and writing for fun
and with feeling. In social studies we will be
studying the life and conflict in the thirteen
colonies. As scientists, they will be learning
about force and motion; be prepared to hear
the name “Newton” around your homes! Great
job on all the wonderful science fair projects! A
HUGE congratulations to Jesse Gorham for his
project on airplanes, which took second place
in the fifth/sixth grade category.

6" Grade News:

% &!

Ms. Wilson- Science:

"'# "l

Mrs. Burr- English:

We are getting close to the end of the school
year, but the students in middle and high
school English are continuing to work hard. 7%
and 8" grade will be working on a unit of
persuasive essays this month. They will learn
how to compose a good solid argument, and at
the end of the month they will be turning these
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essays into persuasive speeches. This will all
come in handy as they get closer to the ACT
test in 11™ grade where they will have to write
such an essay. The 9" grade is continuing
their study of To Kill a Mockingbird and this
month we will be viewing a documentary which
discusses a trial from American history that
prompted some of the story line in To Kill a
Mockingbird. The students will be amazed to
see, that even though the US justice system is
designed to give everyone a fair trial, often our
prejudice can cloud our judgment. 10" grade
is nearing the end of their unit on symbiotic
relationships. They will be finishing up
Tuesdays with Morrie very soon and moving on
to a unit that analyzes and evaluates the
American Dream from the literary perspective.
11" grade is plowing through our unit on
decision making using Shakespeare’s Hamlet
as a guide showing the difficult decisions
teenagers are often faced with. The 12™ grade
has started reading The Great Gatsby, and we
are taking a very close look at how our social
class values shape our decisions and the
choices we make in life. April will prove to be a
very exciting month in Mrs. Burr’'s room!

Ms. Tabone- Math:

All of the 7-12™ graders celebrated Pi Day on
Monday, March 15. The students took part in
activities that involved the dissection of circles
and applying the circumference and area
formulas. Students participated in hands-on
activities which showed how everyday objects
such as door knobs, their playground
equipment, and tires all involve pi on a regular
basis. In addition to these activities, the
students worked very hard for almost a month
on their Pi Day projects. For this project, the
students completed research and then wrote a
paper based on their research which broke
down the history of pi and its practical uses.
With this paper, the students also completed a
creative project. Many students created comic
strips, joke books, posters, and t-shirts that all
demonstrated an aspect of pi.

For the month of April, students are beginning
brand-new units. The 7" graders are going to
be learning about linear equations and the 8™
graders will be factoring polynomials. Our 9™
grade Algebra | students will be connecting
guadratic functions and radical expressions
together, and graphing the solutions on the
coordinate plane. In the 10" grade Geometry
course, the students will be digging deeper into
their knowledge of surface area and volumes.
They will be able to take cross sections from
three-dimensional shapes and determine the
area of that cross section. Exponential and
logarithmic functions will be the topics for a
couple of weeks in the 11" grade. Students will
be graphing functions that behave quite
differently from linear and quadratic functions,
and studying how a simple manipulation in the
equation of these lines as a major change in
the graph of the functions. The seniors are
beginning to wrap up their study of statistics.
They are currently studying correlation
coefficients and determining whether data is
directly or indirectlx correlated in relation to the
bell curve. The 12" graders will then be
applying this knowledge to learning about the
main statisticians and how their work applies to
current day mathematics.

The 8" grade and 10" grade Algebra | and
Algebra Il test out date is set for Tuesday, June
22 at 9am in the cafeteria. The study groups
beqin Thursday, April 15 after school with Ms.
Tabone.
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Many of our 7" graders wore their Pi Day t-
shirts to school on March 15 to show off their
great work!

Mr. Sagan- Social Studies:

The seventh grade began our unit on Asia and
exploring the history and geographic features
of India, Pakistan and Vietham. We are also
writing haikus that will be displayed on the
bulletin board in the high school. The gt
graders are learning about WWI1 and WWII.
We simulated a trench warfare battle and
began watching a documentary on WWII. In
the 9™ grade American History course we are
learning about WWII and when we come back
from the break we will be examining actual
artifacts from the war. Our 10™ grade civics
class is studying the American economic
system. We have also been debating such
issues as the Michigan smoking ban, the
Merritt gum policy with Ms. Wilson, and
Barrack Obama’s approval rating. The 11"
graders are learning about the Middle Ages.
We have already covered such topics as the
feudal system, Charlemagne, Papal
supremacy in Europe, and the Crusades. The
12" grade students began their unit on Africa.
We will be working on a research project on
one country located in Africa that details the
struggle for independence, environmental
issues, and advances in medicine.

Mr. Gabridge — Fine Arts:

Elementary student are currently working on
landscapes and how to show depth in 2-
dimensional drawings, how to use the horizon
line to keep things grounded and how to
overlap objects to portray distance.

High school students in Drawing and Painting are
busy working on painting ceiling tiles to be hung i
the main hallway of the high school building, while
students in Film Making are starting to work on
their commercials. In Basic Design students are
showing how to use sequencing on their flip book
projects.

Ms. Kaufman- Computer Class:

Kindergarten: The students will continue
learning where all of the letters are on the
keyboard and how to make punctuations marks
and capital letters. They will use 2 hands to
type and practice keeping their pointer fingers
on the bumpy keys. The students will be using
dance mat typing to do this.

1st Grade: The students will continue to work
on their ABC books using Kidpix and Microsoft
Word. The students will practice saving and
opening documents. They will also work on
formatting the font.

2nd Grade: The students will use Kidpix
drawing tools and Mircosoft Word writing tools
to illustrate and create a variety of math
problems.

3rd Grade: The students will continue to
combine their social studies work with
computer class. The students are making an
ABC book about Michigan using Microsoft
PowerPoint. They will use the Internet to get
the history of their choices and adding pictures
to illustrate. They will also be formatting the
font and adding background colors.
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4th Grade: The students will be combining
their learning of biographies with computers
this month. The students will choose a
biography on someone who was a good
example of someone who exhibited our
character trait for this month - honesty. The
students will research and create a webhunt
about their person.

5th Grade: The students will be working in
Microsoft Publisher to design a flyer on either
Internet safety or netiquette.

6th Grade: The students will set up an email
account to review how to attach files, compose,
and reply to messages. They will also review
Internet safety.

7th Grade: The students will review Internet
safety, netiquette, and email. They will also
work on the history of technology.

8th Grade: The students will create forms in
Mircosoft Word. The students will review Internet
safety, netiquette, and email. They will also work
on technology vocabulary and trouble shooting
common problems.

Mr. Kimsey- Music:

Grades Three and Four will continue working
with our first wind instrument, the recorder. We
are expanding our pitch repertoire beyond the
B-A-G notes. We are also working on reading
rhythmic notation in regards to quarter
note/rest, half notes, and eighth notes. We will
also be working on simple Orff instrumental
compositions. All of this is in preparation for
our last unit and project of the year ....our
composition projects.

Grades Five and Six will continue working on
beginning unison and two part choir music, as
well as early Orff instrumental compositions. All
of this is in preparation for our last unit and

project of the year ....our composition
projects.

The Middle School Concert Band will be busy
preparing the remainder of the music for our
Spring Performance.

The High School Choir will continue working

on two and three part acappella music, some
world music, and a few pop songs for the Spring
Performance.

The Rock 'n' Roll History Class will finish work
on Folk/Folk Rock and move on to the Rock
music of the 80’s - The MTV Age!

Ms. Diehl- Music:

In K-2 music we have been working on keeping
a steady beat, singing alone and in groups and
understanding the cultures of where our music
comes from. We have also begun to work on
pieces for the spring elective night!

Congratulations to Mrs. Billings’ 2" grade class
who gave a wonderful performance of “Spring
is in the Air” at our March character assembly!

Mr. Jagelewski-Physical Education:

We have finished our Jump Rope for Heart and
the totals are in. We raised $1,099. Thisis a
great job accomplished by our students. There
were a total of twelve that participated this
year. Thank you once again for the effort and
time with Jump Rope for Heatrt.

Students in K-2 are working on underhand and
overhand tossing. They are also working on
their electives night performances.

Students in 3-4 are working on their overhand
throw as well as cardiovascular endurance.
Students in 5-6 are working Speed Stacking.
These are stacking cups with patterns and are
used to increase hand eye coordination as well
as using both right and left hands.

Students in 7-8 will be working on soccer this

month. We may or may not go outside so
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please have students bring appropriate
clothing.

9™ Health Students are learning about the
harmful effects of drugs and alcohol. They are
also learning refusal skills to alcohol and drugs.
In Team Sports we are finishing up basketball
and then will start into the soccer unit. We may
or may not go outside so please be ready to go
out side.

Community Health- We want to everyone who
helped to raise the money for the ocelot. We
have raised more than needed and the extra
money is going to go to buy bird houses which
will be hung around campus. Hanging the bird
houses is another item on the going green list.
Mrs. Goldyn- Foreign Language

The 3" grade is learning food,
geography, preferences and adjectives in El
dia de Miranda para bailar. 4" graders are
working on the thematic unit on Huevos Verdes
con Jamon. In this unit they will be learning
about prepositions, weather and food. The 5
grade is going to be reading Si Llevas un
Raton a la Escuela. In this thematic unit
students will be learning about school and
subjects in Spanish. They will be also be doing
math and telling time in Spanish. The 6™
graders are still working on ¢ Qué quieres
hacer? They will be learning about sports,
weather and hobbies. The 7" and 8" graders
will be finishing stories of El Hipo de la Llama
unit and working on EI monstruo en el
refrigerador. They are learning about the past
tenses. In the high school, Spanish | is
finishing El Boleto de la Loteria starting El
bebé sucio at the end of the month. They are
going to be learning about direct object
pronouns. They are reading chapters 5-7 in
Pobre Ana. Spanish Il will be nearly finished El
Restaurante Elegante unit. They are almost
finished with Realidades Capitulos 5. We will
be finishing are second novel Casi Se Muere.
French | is nearly done with the stories Le Billet
de Loterie and will be jumping in to Le Bébé
Sale. They are reading chapters 5-7 in Pauvre

Anne as well. French Il will be working on
Quelle Coincidence! stories. They are working
out of the French Discovering Text Unité 3.
French Il is reading chapters 5-7 in Fama Va
en Californie. All high school French and
Spanish classes will begin creating their own
children’s books. When they have completed
their book, they will read it to the elementary
classes. Vocabulary for the elementary is
posted on my website http://thgoldyn.web.com

Mr. Tanceusz- Spanish :

April is here and the end of the school year is
near. The kids completed their maps and are
now learning about people and jobs in our
community. They will be completing a project
to tell people what they want to be when they
grow up! I'm looking forward to seeing what
each want to be!

Notes from the Counseling Department
Please check out Mr. Witkowski's new
webpage at www.merrittcounseling.webs.com .
Here you will find up to date information on
financial aid and scholarships, the character
trait of the month, as well as various
community resources for counseling.

This past month, students in the High School
got the opportunity to tour the Pankow Center.
The Pankow Center is an off-campus site that
offers unique elective classes at NO charge to
our students. Registration for Pankow classes
will begin soon, so any interested students
NEED to see Mr.Witkowski so they can hold a
spot. Some of the classes they offer include
auto collision and refinishing, culinary arts,
graphic design, technology/web design,
medical careers, and much more.

Western Michigan visited with us this past
month to discuss their offerings to our 11™
graders.

On April 14™, our juniors will be going to
Saginaw Valley State University to tour the
campus and discuss EXCLUSIVE scholarship
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opportunities for students attending Merritt
Academy.

College Fairs

There is college fair happening in our area. |
strongly encourage all 10", 11" and 12"
graders and their parents to attend. Here is
the info:

April 15", 2010: “Metro Detroit National
College Fair” located at the Burton Manor
27777 Schoolcraft Road. Livonia, Ml 48150.
8:30am-12:00pm and 6:00pm-8:00pm.

ASVAB

On April 16", representatives from the ASVAB
career exploration program will be discussing
the ASVAB test, as well as giving students the
option to take the ASVAB test here at Merritt
Academy. Parents are also welcome to attend
this meeting scheduled at 8:10am in the
cafeteria. The test date is scheduled for April
20™ is OPTIONAL, and of no charge to the
students. Any 10™-12" grader will be welcome
to take it. Please feel free to see Mr. Witkowski
for more information or check out the official
website at www.asvabprogram.com.

CONGRATULATIONS

To Adam Oddo and Amanda Hurst for being
chosen to the “Macomb County All Academic
Team”. Both these students qualified due to
their excellent academic performance
throughout their High School careers here at
Merritt Academy, as well as their scores on the
ACT. We are very proud to have them
represent our school.

Great Job Adam and Amandal!!

Mr. Rosati :

The acting club’s monologues at the assembly
were a triumph! Kudos to Taraj Livesay,
Adrienne Goodwin, Bethany Fritz, Shelby
Perry, Mackenzie Mahoney, Marha Galloway,

and Noah Myers! They were great! Next up will
be Reader’s Theatre. The story is currently
relevant, because it deals with surviving an
earthquake. After that, with time permitting, the
students will be performing 2-3 person scenes.
If any other students are interested in joining
the club, there is still room for you.

Mrs. Grabinski:

In the Resource Room our main focus has continued
to be with the F.A.S.T. reading program. We've
been introduced to all the “walkers”, or vowel

pairs. Long vowel spellings for the long o andgon
a sound have also been introduced. In the next
lesson we'll learn about Most Kind Old words,
where we'll see that the long vowel sound comes
from words that end with the, nd, or anld blend.

In writing we have been working on better
organization and writing in proper paragraph form.
Using graphic organizers has helped us with this.
mathematics, the younger students have been
focusing on their addition and subtraction facts,
while the older students have been learning about
fractions, angles, and finding both the area and
perimeter of certain shapes. All students hava bee
doing a great job! We will continue working in all
of these areas, but we'll also start to prepare for
the upcoming Scantron test in May.

Mrs. Rodriguez Resource Room News:

In reading and spelling, we will be using the
F.A.S.T. program to study long vowel patterns as
well as final blends. We will also concentrate on
using proper punctuation and capitalization when
writing. Then in mathematics, we will be using
multiplication and division fact families to
understand the inverse relationship of these two
operations. Plus we will become more familiar with
basic units of time, length, capacity, and weight.
http://rodriguez-resource-room.webs.com
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Juniors in Mr. Sagan’s class wrote a paper on
staff that they appreciated. Here are a couple
of examples written by our students:

“One teacher that | would like to thank is Mr.
Sagan. He is always trying to push his students
for success in life. He always tells students to
do the right thing by stressing to them to do
their work, and by helping kids strive for
academic excellence. He helps students strive
to be better people by not allowing us to talk
about other people in a negative way. He is
always thinking positive. So thank you Mr.
Sagan for everything you have done so far this
school year.” ~John Alverson

“To me, a good example of someone |
appreciate would be Ms. Wilson. | picked Ms.
Wilson because she’s always there for her
students. To her, we are not students...we are
family. She treats us as if we were her own
kids. She is always pushing us to succeed and
to keep positive when we are down. She’s
always telling us to do the right thing and she’s
good to go to for advice or just whenever we
need to talk. | know you were there to talk to
me. We all appreciate and love you Ms.
Wilson. ~Cheyanna Weakland

“The teacher who | would have to appreciate is
Mr. Jagelewski. He has been my coach for 3
years and even though we have bumped
heads on several occasions he has always
been there for me whenever | needed to talk.
The thing that | appreciate the most about Mr.
J is not only has he taught me to be the best

Don't forget, all Merritt Academy students are
invited to attend The Great Skate on April 22™
from 6-8:30. Tickets are just $5 dollars if
purchased at school before the event. Tickets
will also be available at the door for $5.50. All
friends and family are welcome to join us! It's
sure to be a great time!

student athlete | can be, but also to be the best
person | can be.” ~ Billy Stoffel

“In my point of view, appreciation is when
you're thankful for something or someone in
your life. In my years at Merritt, there has
always been that one teacher that has been
there for me and every other student that she
could. Mrs. Burr is a great teacher and mentor.
She’s always there to help us, either with work
that day or possibly personal problems. Mrs.
Burr, you've always been there to help me and
everyone else. We love you.” ~ Kayla Ladd
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March
Mrs. King's Class — Drew Clark
MS. Jondron’s Class - Emma Brown
Mrs. Shuttleworth’s Class — Ebony Clark
Mrs. Billings’ Class — Devin Madaus
Mr. Darin’s Class — Audrey Wood
Mrs. Cmarik’s Class — Jacob Boyd
Mrs. Dery’s Class - Matthew Patrick
Mrs. Arcand’s Class - Morgan Littke
Mrs. Kneer’s Class - Jennifer Decock
Ms. Ketelhut's Class - Johnathan Wilcox
Mrs. Peck’s Class - Kaylee Downing
Mrs. Roose’s Class - Maryss Thompson
Mrs. Witkowski's Class — Chloe Messinger
Ms. Lyons- Nathan Berno
Mrs. Burr's Class - Miranda Gordon
Ms. Wilson’s Class - Gabby Nelson
Ms. Tabone’s Class - Cody Malcolm
Mr. Sagan’s Class - Jesse Hendricks
Ms. Kaufman’s Class -  Christian Howard
Mrs. Goldyn’s Class -  Jennifer Hood
Mr. Kimsey's Class- Andrew Smith

Mr. Jagalewski’s Class - Emily Wild
Mr. Gabridge’s Class - Georgie Broyles

59900 Havenridge Road

New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-6000

www.merritt-academy.org

Merritt Academy will instill academic excellence, ¢ haracter development, a love for life-long learning

and service to others.



59900 Havenridge Road
New Haven, MI 48048
(586) 749-6000

www.merritt-academy.org
Merritt Academy will instill academic excellence, ¢ haracter development, a love for life-long learning ,
and service to others.



