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Dear Merritt Families, 
 
We wanted to take a moment and say that we hope you  and your family had a wonderful 
Thanksgiving holiday. We had much to be thankful fo r. We especially want to thank you for all 
that you do to help our school. Together we are abl e to do so much more for the benefit of our 
kids. We love your children, and feel blessed to be  their teachers and their administrators. We 
hope that this Thanksgiving was filled with family and many special moments. 
 
We hope you have a safe and enjoyable holiday seaso n as well.   
 
Happy Holidays, 
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Miss Kelly’s Preschool News  
Preschool will be learning about the different Holidays in 
December. We will discuss the way other cultures celebrate 
the holidays, and also focus on the spirit of giving. We will be 
working on a project that will help teach the children about 
giving to those in need. A letter will be sent home with more 
information.  The letters we will focus on are: I, J, and K.  
 
Kindergarten News: 
Conferences went well.  If you missed your time or would like 
to schedule a meeting with us, please let us know.  Those of 
you in Mrs. Jordon’s class, you will have an additional 
meeting/conference around progress report time.  Progress 
reports will be going home on December 17th.  Please 
remember that our first day off in December for winter break 
is the 23rd.  We will be having a Round-Robin party in the K-2 
building before winter break.  Please look for more detailed 
information to follow.  We will need supplies and volunteers 
to help in the classrooms.   
First Grade Mustang News! 
The first graders have been studying the lives of people long 
ago. On November 24th, acted like Native Americans by 
bartering our old belongings, eating a traditional meal of 
pumpkin soup, and dressing in traditional clothing. 
December is just as busy as November filled with holiday 
cheer. Everyday a holiday book is read and followed by, a 
writing lesson, craft, math lesson, or game.  If any parents 
want to share their favorite holiday book and be a guest 
reader, there will be a sign up sheet outside my door. Pick a 
day and time that is convenient for you. Don’t forget we 
always have a round robin holiday party the day before break. 
There will also be a sign up sheet for that as well. All are 
welcome to attend.  
Thank you for your continued support! 
 Second Grade News: 
 November was a short, but action packed month for the 2nd 
grade classes.  Together, we learned about the life cycle of a 
pumpkin and created timelines and hands-on models of a 
pumpkins life.  2nd graders turned into turkeys and wrote a 
persuasive letter, begging humans not to eat them as the main 
course of their Thanksgiving Dinner.  In math, students 
worked with base ten blocks and learned about place value 
through the use of that manipulative.  The book Miss Nelson is 
Missing was very important to our reading instruction, as 
students compared and contrasted the two main characters and 
did other enrichment activities that were related to the book.  
Students were even able to try out their acting skills, as both 
classes rehearsed a short play using a technique called 
Reader’s Theatre.  Mr. Darin’s field trip to The Best 
Christmas Pageant Ever was a huge success and he would like 
to thank all the parents for their help and support.  Mrs. 
Billings’ class is planning a field trip to Wolcott Farm in 
December to learn about the specialization of goods.   
3rd Grade News: 

This month has been one of change for the 3rd grade, 
but everyone has adjusted very well!  
 In Social Studies the children worked on a special 
play for Thanksgiving and presented it to an audience.  During 
Science class the children used Kool-Aid play dough to build, 
draw, and explain the major landforms of the earth’s surface. 
They will use this knowledge on their assessment of landforms 
and how they can be changed. 
 Organization is the MAIN idea in writing!!! The 
children will be learning to write a “How-To” piece that will 
teach someone how to do something new!  The lead off for 
this writing will be a cooking activity and a shared writing!  
Great things are being “COOKED” up in 3rd grade!!! 
� �� �����������  
Wow! Time is flying by in the 4th grade! We just got done 
celebrating Lumberjack Day and we had a blast doing 
lumberjack Olympics, feasting on lumberjack food, and 
learning all about the lumberjacks. Now the 4th graders 
will begin learning all about the regions of the United 
States. 

Discovering new things is what we like to do! In 
science, we are learning about the organization of living 
things, with a focus on life cycles.  Mrs. Arcand’s class is 
reading the novel Frindle and Mrs. Kneer’s class is 
reading How to Eat Fried Worms. In writing we just 
finished publishing legends and during December we will 
be working on writing newspaper articles. 
 Watch for notes to come home soon about a 
community service opportunity for your 4th grader on 
Sunday, December 20th!!! 
� �� ������������  
Come one, come all…the talented fifth graders have a 
holiday musical performance on Dec16 @5:00pm.  We 
hope you can come see how hard they have been 
working in music class.  The mathematicians will 
continue to work on fractions, decimals, ratios and 
percents.  Our astronomers will be investigating 
constellations, followed by heredity.  We’re thoroughly 
enjoying reading our historical fiction novel, The 
Watsons Go to Birmingham. As we continue to read 
about the Weird Watson’s daily escapades, we’re 
applying new comprehension strategies to enhance our 
understanding of the book. Please take a few moments 
to ask your 5th grader about the Watson’s. Finally, as we 
continue to learn about how our nation was discovered, 
we’ll be researching the many Explorers that sailed the 
seas in search for new land and religious freedom.   
 
Keep an eye out for your new Safety Patrol Leaders in 
the parking lot after school. Thanks to the fifth graders, 
our parking lot will be an even safer place. Be sure to 
congratulate the safety patrol for being good leaders, 
great examples and role models to other students at 
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Merritt Academy. Happy Holidays from your fifth grade 
team. 
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  Hello everyone, I am Mrs. Plegue. I will be teaching 
Mrs. Burr’s English classes until her return. I have to 
start off by saying; I am really enjoying my extended stay 
at Merritt Academy.  
Here is what we will be doing in class… 
The 7th grade is a great addition to the high school and 
the class jumped right into reading Anne Frank: The 
Diary of a Young Girl. They’ll complete a final project 
right before break. The 9th grade will be interviewing 
family for a generational article. The article will focus on 
key concepts from the short story unit and students will 
complete a presentation for the class. The 10th grade is 
reading The Crucible. The class is focusing on the 
affects one person can have on an entire community 
when seeking revenge. The 11th grade is beginning to 
read The Canterbury Tales, focusing on the individuals 
and their stories. The 12th grade is now reading Things 
Fall Apart. Each student will be encouraged to examine 
the literature, and draw a connection between the 
parables in the novel and his/her own life.  
������*"#�$�����  
Welcome 7th grade families to the high school! Your 
students have just finished learning about solving 
inequalities and are moving into decimals and percents. 
This next unit is very practical and will involve estimation 
and application to real-life story problems. This will 
benefit your students both in math class and science 
class. 
The 8th graders are writing How-to Books that focus on 
fraction conversions. The students have picked their 
favorite recipes from cook books and home and are 
writing books to convert their recipes for larger batches, 
more of their favorite ingredients, and a variety of other 
conversions. 
In the 9th grade, there is a large focus on linear 
equations. The students have been manipulating 
equations to study parts of x and y intercepts and 
different slopes. The material they are learning right now 
will be a great foundation for the rest of their math 
learning. 
Connecting math to English has been a focus in the 10th 
grade. The textbooks and many mathematical concepts 
use high-academic words and language and 
understanding the meaning behind these words helps 
cement basic geometric concepts. The students are 
learning how to connect basic everyday activities (like 
building a sandwich) to geometric flow-proofs for why a 
triangle is in fact, a triangle. 
Matrices have been the study of the 11th grade and will 
convert into exponential equations before the holiday 
break. These students have been working very hard to 
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understand and perform all of their calculations without 
the use of a calculator. 
The seniors in the 12th grade are beginning a month long 
project the week of Thanksgiving. The project focuses 
on maximizing holiday shopping and determining a 
strategy for getting the most out of shopping. They will 
develop a probability model that maps out a strategy (or 
odds) of getting five door buster deals on Black Friday. 
This project shows the students a practical application of 
their probability and statistics knowledge. 

 
Sarah Messinger builds her sandwich following 
directions constructed from a classmate involving high-
use academic vocabulary. 
������)�#$��"% �!���'� ���� �
In the 7th grade  we are reviewing the themes of 
geography and then exploring the eastern hemisphere 
together.  �
 
The 8th graders  are learning about the Virginia Plan, the 
New Jersey Plan, and the Great Compromise.  Learning 
about these historic events will add to their 
understanding of American history. 
 
In the 9th grade  American History course we are working 
in small groups and debating on Supreme Court Rulings 
that have involved students in the past.     
 
Our 10th grade  civics class is studying social institutions 
and the rights of citizens.  Our recent Second 
Amendment debate went so well that we decided to 
debate on a new topic each week. 
 
The 11th graders  are comparing ancient Indian and 
Chinese empires using timelines, reports, and trivia 
games in class.           
 
Now that the 12th grade  students have learned the tools 
and skills of geographers they are examining the 
climate, regions, soils, and vegetation of North America 
and Canada.  Research will be presented with a 
research paper or PowerPoint presentation.     

�
�

Mr. Gabridge – Fine Arts   
Elementary students are learning about the 
use of color and color schemes and how they 
can be applied to their projects. 

High school students in Basic Design are creating their 
first low-relief sculptures based on Mexican sugar skulls, 
while students in Sculpture II are just beginning their 
non-objective free form sculptures.  In Digital 
Photography students are beginning to apply their 
knowledge of the GIMP program on different types of 
graphic design projects 
����+�',-�#$��"-.'�����!���� �
Kindergarten : The students will learn how to use the 
Internet.  The students will learn basic terminology and 
how to look up information and get to websites by 
searching keywords and also by going into their 
favorites. 
1st Grade: The students will begin their ABC book in the 
Kidpix program.  The students will take the concepts that 
they are learning the classroom and create an ABC 
book. 
2nd Grade: The students will begin to learn the tools in 
Paint.  They will be incorporating into a winter story after 
they have practiced them. 
3rd Grade: The students will learn to make a graph using 
the tools in the Paint program.  They will take a class 
survey about the holidays and graph the data. 
4th Grade: The students will create a holiday tradition’s 
PowerPoint.  They will learn the basic functions of the 
program. 
5th Grade: The students will learn how to create a simple 
graph using researched data in Microsoft Excel. 
6th Grade: The students will create a variety of tables in 
Microsoft Word and learn how to format them.  We will 
also review clipart. 
7th and 8 th Grade:  The students will finish up their 
typing program (Microtype).  The 7th graders will focus 
on the alphabetic keyboarding and the 8th graders will 
focus on the numeric keyboard and keypad. 
 
����+ -��/$��'� % �

The 3rd thru 6th Graders will be working exclusively on the 
music for their up-coming Holiday Performances.  The 3rd and 
4th Graders will be performing some holiday favorites, and the 
5th and 6th Graders will be performing a musical review 
entitled “Home For The Holidays”. 

The Middle School Concert Band will be busy preparing the 
music for their up-coming Holiday Performance, as well as 
beginning to work on the remainder of their Festival Music. 

The High School Choir will be working exclusively on the 
music for their up-coming Holiday Performance. 

The American Music History Class will begin a very large 
unit on Funk, Soul, and the music of “Motown”.  This unit 
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will culminate with our class trip to the Motown Museum in 
Detroit, on Friday, December 18, 2009  

Ms. Shaw- Music 

 
Costume List for Elementary Holiday Concert 

Merritt Academy 
Wednesday, December 16 th, 2009  
EVENING CALL TIME:  4:30 PM 
PERFORMANCE TIME 5:00PM 

Students in Kindergarten-2nd grade will be participating 
in a holiday concert Wednesday, December 16 at 5pm.  
For the concert (other than students that have speaking 
parts), children have two options of dress: 
-Merritt Uniform 
-Holiday clothing (green and red, a nice dress or dress 
slacks and shirt or skirt, Christmas sweater, etc.) 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if your child is 
unable to make the concert, please e-mail Mrs. Shaw at: 
kshaw@merritt-academy.org  so that she knows which 
students to expect in attendance.  Mrs. Shaw has also 
posted the lyrics and music to the songs the students 
are singing on her website so that you can access them 
to practice at home.  Check out her website at 
http://kshaw2.webs.com/ 
Thank you for your cooperation, and we’ll look forward to 
celebrating the holidays with you on Wednesday night, 
December 16! 
������"!�/#$�0"�� )#���#)'�)� � 

The 3rd grade has just finish their Buenas 
Noches books and will learning different chores they can 
do in Spanish. The 4th grade is still learning sports and 
body parts in Los Deportes y el Cuerpo.  They will be 
writing about the things that they like to do in their mini 
books.  The 5th grade has finished working on Mi 
Communidad and creating their cities to give directions.  
Now they will be learning about different types of 
transportation.  The 6th grade has finished their Diego 
book and will be discussing the differences between 
Frida and Diego.  Later they will be writing about 
themselves in a mini book Mi Vida.  The 7th and 8th 
graders have finished stories of El Coyote y El Cuervo 
and will be working on El Ratoncito del campo.  They are 
also learning about the progressive present tense.  In 
the high school, Spanish I is finishing on El Mono y La 
Vaca and will be beginning El Libro Perdido.  They are 

also working on verb conjugations in the present tense, 
past tense and subject pronouns.  Spanish II is still 
working on La Chica Social.  They will also be working in 
their textbook Realidades Capítulos 4-5.  They are also 
reading chapters 6-9 in the novel Patricia va a California.  
Spanish II took their field trip to Saginaw Valley State 
University on Thursday, November 5th for the 34th 
Annual Foreign Language Day.  They were able to see 
schools across the state of Michigan compete in singing, 
acting, cheerleading, and dancing in French, German 
and Spanish.  Next year I am aiming on having French II 
and Spanish II to enter into competitions.  French I is 
nearly done with the stories Le Singe et La Vache and 
will be starting Le Livre Perdu.  They are also working on 
verb conjugations in the present tense, past tense and 
subject pronouns.  Vocabulary for the elementary is 
posted on my website http://thgoldyn.web.com .  All 
Spanish classes will be weaving sometime during the 
month of December.   
�
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This month our character trait is U� � � � eNess. Many lessons 
this month have focused on how the differences we have help 
make the world a very fun and exciting place to live.  We also 
discussed the importance of not judging others based on their 
appearance, but on the basis of their character.  
Attention Seniors: Time is running out on applying for 
admission into college for Fall classes!!!  Please see Mr. 
Witkowski if you are still in need of assistance. 

Congratulations to Tom Davis 
on his acceptance into St. Clair 
Community College!!! 
�
�����"��� 1 �

…..Aaaaand Action! �
For all you performers out there, just a reminder that I 
will be starting up the Acting Club the beginning of the 
second semester. I will have a sign-up sheet posted 
before we dismiss for Christmas Break. Hope to have a 
good turnout. Happy Holidays!  
  
���������	
��	���
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After giving birth to my son, Cameron, it’s good to be 
back here at Merritt again.  I’ve missed everyone so 
much!  Since my return we’ve jumped right back into the 
FAST program.  We are reviewing consonant and vowel 
sounds and distinguishing between long and short 
vowels.  We’re also having a lot of fun with concepts 
such as the hungry rule and working with bully suffixes!  
In writing we have been working with voice and fine-
tuning our editing skills.  Additionally, in math we’ve 
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been practicing addition and subtraction with regrouping.  
The students’ eagerness to learn has made my coming 
back a wonderful time and I’m looking forward to a great 
December! 
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The New Haven Food Pantry is open every 
first and third Thursday from 10-1 and every 
second and fourth Saturday from 9-11.  The 
have clothing, food, and many other items 
available to those that need assistance.  They 
are located at the old fire hall on Havenridge 
Road.   
The pantry would like to extend a big thank you 
to all students for donating 675 canned goods.  
We were the only school in the area to do any 
kind of food drive. 
CONGRATUATIONS TO MRS. KING’S 
CLASS FOR THE HAVING THE MOST 
CANNED GOODS DONATED. 
 
 
Mark your calendars for Merritt Night on 

December 7th at Stevi B’s.   Make 
sure to tell them you are from 

Merritt and 10% of the proceeds 
come back to the school. 

 
The cost is $5.99 for anyone over the 

age of 11 and $3.49 for anyone 10 
or under. 

 
Stevi B’s is located at 50670 Waterside 
Dr. in Chesterfield between Gratiot and 
94 south of 23 Mile Road. 
 
 
 

Budget Help?????? 
A lot of parents have come and asked how they can help 
with the budget issue……Well a huge help would be to 
take a closer look at the Days your student orders hot 
lunch whether you pay, have reduced or have free lunch 
PLEASE remember the school still has to pay for each 
lunch that is ordered and if we could cut down on the 
lunches that we order that students don’t take or happen 
to bring a lunch on the same day that may help, Every 
penny counts. 
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The PTO has been very active the last couple 
of months and will be until Christmas time.  
Sylvia John has graciously accepted the duties 
of Treasurer, Mary Ann Boyd & Jennifer 
Gorham will be our new Officer’s at Large. 
Thank you to all three parents volunteering 
their time and assisting with the PTO Board 
duties. 
Box Tops collections have been very 
rewarding.  Our December check will be 
$787.70. Way to go! Mrs. Peck’s class won the 
first pizza party of the year for collecting the 
most box tops. Congratulations! Keep 
collecting…10¢ adds up quick!  
Campbell’s Labels (points /UPC’s) are 
collected and turned in for merchandise for our 
school. So far this year we have ordered a 
musical instrument set for the K-2, Rock N’ 

Learn Spanish (VHS), Exploring the Worlds 
Geography (VHS) & Measurement and Scale 
(VHS) to assist with weights and measures. 
Ms. Billing’s class was the party winner for the 
first collection of Campbell’s Label’s. 
Congratulations go out to our 2nd graders! 
Keep Clipping!   
Market Day topped the charts this month with a 
profit of $249.75. This brings our year to date 
total to $571.66. This is a monthly food 
delivery; check your child’s back pack for 
details.  Fliers go out (about) the second week 
of every month. 
Sally Foster / Cookie Dough Fall Fundraiser 
brought in a profit of just over $1200.00.   
The Fall Book Fair is over.  Look for profits, 
current info and sign-up sheets on one of our 
bulletin boards in the coming weeks along with 
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information on upcoming events (such as the 
Elf Shelf). 
Happy Holidays 
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MERRITT ACADEMY HONOR ROLL STUDNETS 
Third Grade 
All A’s:  Samantha Madaus 
Vincent Acciavatti, Bradley, Dalrick, Melissa Murphy 
 
Fourth Grade 
All A’s:  Amy Bell, Mitchell Ruczynski, Mary Telly 
Andrea Alverson, Samantha Bozek, Baylee Casper, Alexandrea Dalrick, Jenna DeLong, 
Sierra Gordon, Alexzandria Grimm, Breanna Long, Morgan Littke, Lynzee Pepples, 
Christian Posner, Sarina Trombley, Nicole Vukovich 
 
Fifth Grade 
All A’s:  Leah Atkinson, Georgie Broyles, Mackenzie  Campbell, Gabrielle Eby, 
Makenzie Fortin, Timothy Hood 
Cameron Amey, Pietro Baldwin, Zaria Ewing, Jesse Gorham, Rachel Herrel, Anthony 
John, Steffi Karki, Kamryn Kelly, Megan Kemp,  Morgan Nelson, Andrew Niemann, 
Matthew Shather 
 
Sixth Grade 
All A’s:  Angelina Coronado, Stephanie Jones, Emily  Madaus, Meghan Murphy 
Joshua Braden,  Jordan Cates, Andrew Colella, Patrick Crawford, Jalyn Emmi, Sarah 
Hendricks, Angelique Krall,  Brendyn Rank, Lauren Vukovich, Sydeny Wilcox 
 
Seventh Grade 
All A’s:  Amanda Davis, Georginia Gill, Miranda Gor don 
Joshua Hood, Alana John, Craig Kerby, Ely LaBranche, Taraj Livesay, Joshua 
MacDermaid, Shelby Milodrowski, Noah Myers, Gabrielle Nelson, Kylee Pepples, 
Lauren Riggs, Jessica Selman 
 
Eighth Grade 
Brianna Fritz, Christian Howard, Dominic Nepa, Shelby Perry, Jade Stevens, Jacqueline 
Trombley 
 
Ninth Grade 
All A’s:  Erica Gross 
Daniel Longboat, Andrew Smith, Aaron VanSlambrouck 
 
Tenth Grade-excluding on-line classes 
Marina Boscaglia, Jennifer Hood, Kayla Kralik, Angela Myers, Cara Smyth, Mathew 
Stocker 
 
Eleventh Grade-excluding on-line classes 
All A’s:  Celia Norkus, William Stoffel 
John Alverson, Kayla Burrell, Dennis Hicks 
 
Twelfth Grade-excluding on-line classes 
All A’s:  Amanda Hurst 
Adam Oddo 
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Merritt Academy K-12 Spirit Week  

 
We will be having our first of two spirit weeks com ing up the week of 
December 14 th-18th. The students will be able to dress up in differen t attire 
throughout the week to show their school spirit.  P lease note that the k-6 
buildings have different dress up days than the 7-1 2 building.  The student 
activities committees in each respective building h and picked these 
particular days.  The attire for this week is liste d below: 
 
  Monday Tuesday           Wednesday Thursday
 Friday 
 
Elementary Backwards  Crazy Hair Day         Cowboy  Day   Twin Day     
Merritt 
  Day  Crazy Hat Day          Cowgirl Day                          
Spirit 
                     Day 
 
 
High School  Pajama Day    Christmas Day           Rodeo Day      Brown          
Merritt                                                                                                            
           Paper           Spirit 
           Bag Day      Day 
 
The week will be highlighted and come to a close wi th an exciting night of 
Merritt Academy basketball on December 18 th.  In an attempt to fill the 
stands with as many students and parents as possibl e there will be free 
food, giveaways, a 50/50 raffle, and a chance to sh oot baskets for up to 
$100! Admission into the game is $1.00 for adults a nd .50 cents for 
students. The schedule for this exciting night is l isted below.   
 
 

·  Junior High Girls 4:30 versus Auburn Hills Christia n(Free 
Casual/Dress Down Day for all students in attendanc e during 
halftime.) 

·  High School Girls  5:30 versus Auburn Hills Christi an(Free Pizza and 
Pop for all Merritt Families in attendance.  The fo od will be served 
during halftime in the cafeteria.) 

·  High School Boys 7:00 versus Auburn Hills Christian (Shoot baskets 
at halftime for a chance to win prizes of $10, $25,  and $100!) 

 
Please make an effort to be there if at all possibl e to cheer on our Mustang 
basketball teams! 
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NOVEMBER 
 
Mrs. King’s Class –    Sara Lashbrook 
MS. Jondron’s Class -   Caedan Bohon 
Mrs. Shuttleworth’s Class –  Zashanae Ewing 
Mrs. Billings’ Class –   Samantha Leo     
Mr. Darin’s Class –    Kadence Heath 
Mrs. Cmarik’s Class –   Brandon Mason 
Mrs. Dery’s Class -    Ethan Hamernick 
Mrs. Arcand’s Class -   Jacob Jones 
Mrs. Kneer’s Class -    Katie Hammons 
  
Ms. Ketelhut’s Class -   Brandon Giancola  
Mrs. Peck’s Class -    Steffi Karki 
Mrs. Roose’s Class -    Daniel Droste 
  
Mrs. Witkowski’s Class -   Stephanie Jones 
Mrs. Rodriguez-    Dylan Droste  
Ms. Lyons-    Dylin Bubel   
Mrs. Burr’s Class -    Bethany Fritz 
Ms. Wilson’s Class -    Andrea Robichaud
  
Ms. Tabone’s Class -    Brianna Fritz 
Mr. Sagan’s Class -    Aaron 
Vanslambrouck 
Ms. Kaufman’s Class -   Kieontae Warren  
Mrs. Goldyn’s Class -   Makenzie Fortin  
Mr. Kimsey’s Class-   Shelby Milodrowski 
Mr. Jagalewski’s Class -   Jacob Norkus 
Mr. Gabridge’s Class -   Mitchell Ruczynski 
 Mrs. Shaw-   Kieryn McLean 
Mrs. Shannon-    Ebony Clark 
Mrs. Oddo-    Kayla Burrell  
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