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November 2, 2009
Dear Parents,

| am writing to share very bad news about statealdlunding for this year. Our student count
was less than anticipated (17 students less) smuevfor those students is lost (about
$125,000).

On October 20, 2009, in the midst of the curref@®@@®00 school year, the Legislature and
Governor passed the School Aid Act, with cuts tergwdistrict, because there was not enough
federal stimulus money to cover the gap in statelifig. This means that we will lose $165 per
student this year or about $65,000 right now!

We are also being told that the cut is not enoughthe state has to cut us another $127 per
child within 30 days, which is another $50,000.

This totals about $240,000 in cuts that are unebegethis year. We do not have enough of a
fund balance to cover this. With these cuts ineshading, we will have to make some staffing
reductions, something we have never had to doarnistory of Merritt Academy. There will be
letters sent home to the parents of the studendswilhbe directly effected by these changes
next Monday(11-9-09) and a meeting scheduled negsday(11-10-09).

Please realize that this is NOT just a Merritt Aeag problem this is something that is
affecting every school district in the state of Mgan. We are also being told that next year,
2010-11, could be worse. The state is projectirig rom $300 to $700 per child, or up to
about $280,000 for us, plus the compounding effétihe cuts from this year, totaling up to
$400,000 to cut for next year! Plans are in thekador this winter/spring to try and do some
different things to get more students at Merrithé&dp offset some of the predicted cuts.

| know this is a letter that none of you wanteddad, however, it is one | did not want to have
to write also. The administration and TRG thouglatould be better to have informed parents
rather than just leaving everyone out in the dédua this topic. Let’'s hope that the State’s
economic recovery comes sooner than expected.
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What can you do to help? Ask our legislators to enakts on a more equitable basis. Cutting
our funding the same amount as a district thativesemuch more funding is simply not fair!
Our children deserve a quality education and theteare too devastating, especially for a
smaller school like Merritt.

Thank you for listening, for your continued suppartd for any help you can give.
Sincerely,

Nate Seiferlein
Principal

Merritt Academy
(586)749-6000

Governor Granholm www.michigan.gov/gov/0,1607,7-PA®95---,00.html (click “Share your
opinion)

Senate Majority Leader Mike Bishop SenMBishop@ senathigan.gov

House Speaker Andy Dillon
AndyDillon@house.mi.gov

Senator Ray Basham SenRBasham@senate.michigan.gov

Representative Andrew Kandrevas AndrewKandrevas@hmi.gov
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During the month of November we will be
learning about Children’s Literature, authors
and illustrators. Included in this theme will be
an activity that will allow the children to
illustrate a class book. Some of the books we
will be introducing include: EImer, Where the
Wild Things Are, The Very Hungry Caterpillar,
and Brown Bear, Brown Bear What do You
See? During the week of Thanksgiving we will
focus on what it means to be thankful. Don’t
forget the New Haven Firefighter will be here
on Friday, November 6™.

Welcome back readers!! First off, Mrs. King
and Mr. T would like to thank all the parents
who came and helped out at Blake’s a few
weeks ago. We had a great time and it was a
huge success with all your help!!  With
Thanksgiving approaching quite quickly, keep
your eyes peeled for some news coming home
about a “Kindergarten Fall Festival” that our
classes will be having! Lastly, Mrs. King and
Mr. T are looking for parents volunteers to
come in and help with their Center Times.
There are sign-up sheets located outside of
their classrooms for parents to sign-up for the
days they're available. Please feel free come
talk to us if you have any questions or
concerns. Adios

!

October has been a busy month for the first
graders. We are all writing machines filling our
notebooks with pictures, words, and even
stories! Our first official story will be published
by the end of this card marking. All students
are writing about their pets. Again, stop by to
take a look at our table of classroom made
books. Other topics being explored are
mammals, bats, changing of the seasons,
needs and wants, and of course reading, and
math. In November, we will be studying Native
Americans, Pilgrims and the celebration of
Thanksgiving. Please start saving brown

grocery bags for our Native American
costumes. Look out for a list of other items
needed for our Native American celebration on
the 24",

"# $
The 2" grade classrooms have been alive with
activity. In Ms. Gorham’s room they have been
exploring the life cycles of sunflowers and
pumpkins. The class took an in-depth look at
pumpkins as each student was given their own
pumpkin to weigh, measure, draw, and dissect.
Her 2" grade authors have been writing
personal narratives about losing teeth and their
roles in a community. The class has also
started reading The Best Christmas Pageant
Ever in preparation for their field trip to see the
story live on stage at the Macomb Center for
the Performing Arts.

In science, we compared the weights of
various objects by using balance scales and
also discussed the difference between single

substances and mixtures. Students became
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mini scientists as they selected single
substances and created mixtures with them. In
social studies, students learned about different
types of communities and how people, goods,
and ideas move throughout them. We also
wrote and published our first book called
Happy or Sad: A Book about Opposites.
Students also learned how to make inferences
while they read and became quite the experts
with that. In November, our classroom will be
continuing to learn about communities and in
science we’ll learn about the life cycle of a
pumpkin.

3" Grade News
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October has just flown by! We are so proud of
our students here in the fourth grade! Students
are developing writer’s craft in Writing
Workshop. During this time students are
practicing what is taught through the Six-Traits
of Writing lessons. Some of the writing they are
doing is taken through the entire writing
process. Students are also involved in word
study groups individualized to their own
instructional level. They have been working on
creating timelines to show Michigan’s history in
social studies class. In science they have been
learning about animal growth and adaptations.

November is going to be an exciting month as
students will be involved in a Lumber Jack Day and
lab investigations involving the scientific method.
They will be reading several myths and legends as
they practice the skill of retelling and summargin
text. In math class they will be building upon thei
skills of working with the four operations (add,
subtract, multiply, and divide). We are looking
forward to a great upcoming month of learning.

v &

In fifth grade the students are just finishing up with their
Native American projects which they worked very hard
on. Next we will be learning how European explorers
colonized a new land. In math, students will be getting
into new MI groups and working on fractions, decimals,
percents and ratios. Make sure your children are
working on their moon calendars as we will be studying
the phases of the moon. Thus far the students seem to
be really enjoying the Watson’s Go to Birmingham-1963,
our historical fiction novel. Those ‘weird Watsons’ sure
keep us entertained!

Conference times were sent home, we hope to
see you there. If you are unable to make the

time we gave you, please let us know. Just a
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reminder the next book report is due November
30™. Thank you for your continued support!
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For the month of October science class
has been a mix of experiments, exploring new
ideas, investigations, and creative writing.
Students have been studying the divisions of
their perspective science classes. In biology,
the theme has been the 8 characteristics of life.
In Earth Science the focus has been the
systems or “spheres” of the Earth and their
connection to one another. The chemistry
students have been exploring the history and
evolution of atomic theory. Applied Science
seniors have begun their first inquiry based
investigation!

In the coming month the science lab will
become home to several insects while the
seniors investigate their posed questions about
‘animal behavior.” For the rest of the students
November holds new projects for all students.
Chemistry students will complete a model of
atomic structure while biology students will
begin their “Cell Book!” The next few weeks will
hold tons of hands on activities, questions, and
LEARNING!

*, + - $ &
Hello to everyone from Mrs. Burr’'s room!
Over the next few weeks I'll be out on
maternity leave enjoying some time with my
son Aidan and my family. But here’s what
we’re doing in class...
The 8" grade will be studying realistic fiction
and reading The Outsiders. They’ll also get to
write their own newspaper articles. The 9"
grade will be working on our short story unit
where they will discover how stories have the
power to change our lives. The 10" grade will
be investigating how one person can make a
difference in a community or in society by
looking at examples from history and the play
The Crucible.. The 11" grade will be taking a
look at how the English language has changed
from Medieval times to modern day through a
study on Beowulf and The Canterbury Tales.
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The 12" grade will be reading Their Eyes Were
Watching God and discovering what leadership
means to them.
It should be an exciting few months in the high
school English room!

*H+ &
In the 8" grade Pre-Algebra course, the
students are learning how to solve basic
algebraic expressions with single variables.
They are applying these new skills to real-
world story problems. Similar to the g grade in
the sense that there is real-world application,
the 9™ grade is determining slopes of lines and
will be doing many hands-on activities around
the classroom very soon. In geometry, the 10"
graders are beginning their study of geometric
proofs. Instead of just memorizing facts and
producing computations, the students are
learning the reasoning behind today’s math.
Possibly the most exciting activity, at least
according to the students, is the one that
occurred in the 11" grade Algebra Il course.
These students are learning about scatter
plots, regression equations, and lines of best
fit. They recently completed an activity called,
“Barbie/Action Figure Bungee” and like the title
preludes, the activity created data that the
students then applied to their curriculum. The
12" graders are hard at work in Probability and
Statistics and have recently been looking at
published statistics and interpreting the data
that is presented; with Halloween being
popular among many students, statistics from
the holiday were also looked at and the
students’ work is presented on the bulletin
board outside of the lunchroom for all students
to enjoy.

In the photo above, Robin Messenger, Chris
Paulin, and William Stoffel complete a trial
during their Scatter Plot project.
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Mr. Gabridge — Fine Arts

Elementary students are working on
fall themed drawings and paintings and
being introduced to using oil pastels.

High school students in the Digital
Photography class are just starting to learn the
GIMP program for photo editing, while students in
Sculpture Il are wrapping up their first big prdjec
In Basic Design students are learning about the us
of postive/negative space in their five senses
drawings.
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Grades K: The students will apply all of the
tools they learned in Kidpix and do a variety of
projects to demonstrate their understanding of
the tools and using the mouse correctly.
Grade 1: The students will begin to work on 2-
hand typing and learning where all of the
letters are on the keyboard. The students will
use Type to Learn Jr. to assist them.
Grades 2 — 8: The students will continue
working on the correct typing techniques for
keyboarding. The students will be using a
mixture of Mavis Beacon, MicrotyLJe, and a
variety of typing websites. The 8" graders will
work on the numeric keyboard as well.
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In K-2 we have been playing with the
parachute and just finished this up. We are
now going to be working on how to run
correctly, skip, and gallop.
In grades 3-4 we have been playing sharks
and seaweed and are finishing that up. We are
going to start to play some of the different
versions of tag.
In grades 5-8 we are finishing up badminton
and we will start into our basketball unit.
In 9™ 9% and Individual Sports we are going to
finish badminton with our tournaments. Then
we are going to be starting basketball.

D

The 3% thru 6" Graderswill be continuing to add to
their rhythmic palette by learning new rhythms
through the natural flow of speech, poems, and
songs. We will also be working on Solfege and
Kodaly hand signs in order to have an iconic image
of pitch relationships. We will also begin working
on music for our up-coming Holiday Performances.

The Middle School Concert Band and High School
Choir will begin work on the music for our Holiday
Performances.

The American Music History Classll be

wrapping up the unit on the music of the early
American settlers with their PowerPoint Projects
and Presentations before beginning very large units
on “The Blues” and “Jazz”.

Ms. Shaw- Music
Students in the lower elementary music
classes are continuing to work on keeping a
steady beat to music with body percussion as
well and instruments. They have been learning
elements of a song like the coda and
introduction as well as contrasting parts of the
song like the verses and refrain. In addition
they are identifying high and low, and loud and
soft pitches and sounds. Students are also
learning to interpret music through movement.
Although we still have a few weeks before the
holiday season officially begins, during the next
few weeks we will be focusing on learning
speaking parts, songs and choreography for
our holiday concert on Tuesday, December 16
at 5:30pm. Mark your calendars!

*HS+ #
The 3" grade is learning about household
objects and rooms in their book Buenas
Noches Luna. The 4™ grade is learning about
sport and body IEJarts in Los Deportes y el
Cuerpo. The 5" grade is working on Mi
Communidad and creating their cities to give
directions. The 6" grade is learning about
Diego Rivera in Spanish. The 7" and 8™
graders are learning vocabulary through the
stories of El Coyote y El Cuervo. In the high
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school, Spanish | working on El Mono y La
Vaca. They are also working on verb
conjugations in the present tense, past tense
and subject pronouns. Spanish Il is starting
the stories on La Chica Social. They will also
be working in their textbook Realidades
Capitulos 4-5. They are also reading chapters
3-6 in the novel Patricia va a California.
Spanish Il students will be taking a field trip to
Saginaw Valley State University on Thursday,
November 5" for the 34" Annual Foreign
Language Day. We will be leaving the school
at 7:00 am and returning at 3:30 pm. French |
is working on the stories Le Singe et La Vache.
They are also working on verb conjugations in
the present tense, past tense and subject
pronouns. Vocabulary for the elementary is
posted on my website http://thgoldyn.web.com
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This past month representatives from Oakland University
and Saginaw Valley State Un|verS|ty came |n to discuss
their respective colleges with our 11™ and 12" graders.
Students were able to take advantage of being able to
register for Saginaw Valley on site during this time. The
admission application fee of $25 was waived because
they attend Merritt Academy.

Seniors wishing to attend college after graduation should
have their applications sent out no later than December
1*. Please see Mr. Witkowski if you need any assistance
in this process. We are looking into the possibility of
hosting a college financial aid night for parents of juniors
and seniors sometime in December. More to come on
this next month.

oC

Just a reminder for those of you on my caseload: I'm still
available most days after school if you need extra help.
Or if you're somebody who just wants to come in and
chat, that's okay too.

Ciao for now!

Congratulauons to
Amanda "‘vb‘t on he;
acceptance"to Baker
College!!
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