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From the Principal’'s Desk...

Dear Parents,

The year is well underway and there are so mamst gnengs already happening at Merritt. Walking
from class to class and from building to buildihbave seen so many positive things that it's hardecide
what to focus on in this letter. It became cleame as | was visiting Ms. Wilson’s science clasaro

During her high school Applied Science class, | easited to see our seniors huddled around the
science centers, teaching our sixth graders hawgecscientific equipment they had learned aboalass. It
was so cool to see them all wearing their gogglesyounger students listening so intently to #n@@'s, each
of whom was taking their task so seriously. Ang th just one example of the great things thapkapevery
day at Merritt! Because our campus houses studegtades that range from preschool through, & can
offer innovative programs that provide our olderdgnts the opportunity to mentor our younger kidéhat a
great living example of our September charactér dfdhe month: Leadership.

This past summer was my first in charge of Mesibiudget and it's an awesome responsibility
determining where the money should go. And astheol year began and many of the parents whodtetic
that their children would be back this fall had makle decision not to return, we took a look atléngest
student population this affected. The overwhelmtingnber of students were in th8 ®" grade, and in most
cases there were younger students in the familylefias well. There are some persistent reasbesu for
this such as lack of activities for the age grdabp,middle and high school is not well organized] the
majority of our student body is comprised of kidattcan’t cut it at surrounding middle/high schools

| cannot say how far from the truth this is! Withhe last two weeks, I've listened in on the
middle/high school meetings where they were disogssur 10120 grade prom, the“ggrade trip to
Washington D.C., the senior trip to New York, NaabHonor Society, and many other activities thetgin
directly to this age group. | have attended tmeguvarsity volleyball and soccer games as wklls great
seeing the leadership skills exhibited by thesengaadults and watching the team as a whole worithey to
compete against other schools.

| am so confident in our program at Merritt thatdnt to personally invite any parent with questions
concerns about our middle/high school buildingdme in, walk through the halls, sit in a classroom,
arrange a time talk to one of our teachers. | wantto see the positive things that | see every dalon’t
want your children to miss out on the great edocasind opportunities we offer by leaving Merritthaut first
seeing for yourself that great things are happeimirige 8" -12" grade building.

We are planning many fun and educational activitiesll students in the months to come. | look
forward to seeing and talking to many of you asthevents, and especially look forward to anotheatgyear
at Merritt!

Sincerely,
Mr. Seiferlein




?? How Can | Help My Child Prepare for the
MEAP???

Students in grades 3 — 9 will take the MEAP tesivben October
12" and 2%, Here’s how to help them do their best:

- Talk with them about taking their time and puttiogth their
best effort

- Let them know that although this is important, tist will not
affect their grades

- Make sure they get a good night’s rest

- Make sure they eat a nutritional breakfast

- Bring them to school ON TIME

- Wish them the best of luck when you drop them off

Making EducationA Priority!
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